A Better Chance to Honor Clarence Otis Jr., Chairman & CEO of Darden Restaurants & 

Dr. Amy Gutmann, President of the University of Pennsylvania for Their Long-Term Leadership 

& Commitment to Both Education & Diversity at The 2010 A Better Chance Awards, 

Cipriani 42nd Street in New York City on Thursday, May 13th

*   *   *

2010 A Better Chance Scholars to be saluted and recognized

NEW YORK, NY (April 6, 2010) –– A Better Chance, a national nonprofit that changes the life trajectory 

of academically talented youth of color from grades 6-12 via access to rigorous and prestigious educational opportunities, today announced it will honor Clarence Otis Jr., Chairman and CEO of Darden Restaurants and Dr. Amy Gutmann, President of the University of Pennsylvania for their long-term leadership and commitment to both education and diversity at The 2010 A Better Chance Awards Luncheon at Cipriani 42nd Street in 

New York City on Thursday, May 13th.  

“Clarence and Amy are leaders who have championed education and diversity efforts throughout their careers,” said Sandra E. Timmons, President of A Better Chance.  “They have played an important role in addressing diversity as a means to learn, understand one another and bring society closer together.”   

The nonprofit will also recognize exceptional 2010 A Better Chance Scholars, students enrolled in A Better Chance’s program from around the country who demonstrate academic excellence, leadership within their school community and an extraordinary and steadfast determination to achieve.

“I’m honored to be part of this event,” said Clarence Otis Jr., Chairman and CEO of Darden Restaurants. 

“The role that organizations like A Better Chance play in helping young people access education increases the likelihood they will get the most out of their talents and abilities and make major contributions to society.”  

“It is an honor to be recognized by A Better Chance,” said Dr. Amy Gutmann, President of the University of Pennsylvania. “Our society is improved when we connect excellence with equity.  All young people deserve the opportunity to achieve their potential and A Better Chance is working to convert this opportunity into a reality.”

A Better Chance is the oldest and only national organization of its kind.  Its mission is to increase substantially the number of well-educated young people of color who are capable of assuming positions of responsibility and leadership in American society.  A Better Chance carries out its mission through its signature College Preparatory Schools Program which annually recruits, places and supports about 500 Scholars at more than 

300 schools associated with the organization in 27 states.  A Better Chance has been opening the doors to greater educational opportunities since 1963.  More than 12,000 A Better Chance Scholars have graduated from schools affiliated with the nonprofit.  An overwhelming majority of Alumni have gone on to graduate from competitive colleges, graduate programs, or professional schools. 

Distinguished A Better Chance Alumni include Deval Patrick, Governor of Massachusetts; Luis A. Ubiñas, President of the Ford Foundation and Tracy Chapman, singer-songwriter and Grammy Award-winner; among other leaders in business, law, medicine, government, education, and the arts. 
For reservations and information about tickets for The 2010 A Better Chance Award Luncheon contact 

Anny Chen at 646.346.1377.   Tickets start at $500.  Table sponsorships start at $6,000. 
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